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Having a child with special needs is never easy, but it can be 

especially diffi  cult for families without access to the specialized 

services their child needs to thrive. CDHH is helping to eliminate 

these barriers by integrating cutting-edge technology with old-

fashioned professional expertise through its new long-distance 

Auditory-Verbal (A-V) Th erapy Service. Using web cameras and 

computers, parents throughout Wisconsin, and the country, now 

are able to pursue Auditory-Verbal Th erapy for their deaf or hard 

of hearing child, even if the nearest Certifi ed Auditory-Verbal 

Th erapist® is hundreds of miles away.

Auditory-Verbal Th erapy is a parent-centered approach that focuses 

on listening as the primary input for learning language. During 

therapy sessions, the parent, child and therapist engage in activities 

that teach the child to use sound meaningfully while wearing his 

or her hearing aid or cochlear implant. According to CDHH’s 

Amy Peters Lalios, Wisconsin’s only Certifi ed Auditory-Verbal 

Th erapist®, “access to qualifi ed professionals who have the necessary 

education, training, knowledge and experience teaching language 

to children with hearing loss is often limited across geographic 

regions. This is 

especially true for 

auditory-verbal 

t h e r a p y.  L o n g 

distance therapy 

provides families 

with direct access 

to professionals and 

services that would 

otherwise not be 

available.”  

Th is was the case for 

the Petrina family of 

Kewaunee, whose 

daughter Ashley was born with profound hearing loss nearly two 

years ago. Early on, Ashley’s parents decided that they wanted 

spoken language to be her fi rst language and opted to provide 

Ashley with cochlear implants. Ashley’s mom, Carol, researched 

diff erent therapy choices and sought out books and ideas about 

how she could help her daughter’s language development from 

home — a daunting task for any parent. Carol first learned 

about CDHH Auditory-Verbal Therapy services during the 

Center’s annual Family Learning Vacation event. She watched 

a presentation by Amy Lalios, and talked with another family 

who shared the success they had found through A-V therapy. 

But, given that the Petrina’s lived about two hours away from the 

Center, in-person therapy didn’t seem like a realistic option. To 

their surprise, CDHH was in the process of launching the new 

long-distance A-V Th erapy Service, one of the fi rst of its kind 

in the country, and Ashley was able to begin receiving weekly 

therapy from Amy via web camera in the comfort of their own 

home.  

In addition to the convenience and accessibility of receiving 

long-distance therapy, Carol says that the most benefi cial part of 

auditory-verbal therapy is that it  (Continued on page 6)
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InfoLinkInfoLink
The Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is a 
private non-profi t organization whose mission is 
to provide and promote state-of-the-art services 
and technologies that enhance the quality of life 
of individuals with hearing loss.

Did you know...

•  In 1987, California opened the fi rst 
statewide, 24-hour, 7 days a week 
telephone relay service, operated by 
AT&T. 80,000 calls were made in the 
fi rst month. 

•  30% of children with a hearing loss 
have an additional disability.

•  At least 12 million Americans have 
tinnitus, or “ringing in the ears.” Of 
these, at least 1 million experience it 
so severely that it interferes with their 
daily activities.

•14.9% of US children aged six to 
nineteen have a measurable hearing 
loss in one or both ears.

Across the Miles – CDHH 
Launches Long-Distance 

Therapy Service

With long-distance therapy services, even families in rural areas can choose 

Auditory-Verbal Th erapy for their child.
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Looking to put a little fun and fl air into your landscaping this 

year? Join us on Th ursday, April 10, at the Woman’s Club of 

Wisconsin for the annual Gardens Luncheon to benefi t the Center 

for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. Back by popular demand, 

Melody Narr, landscape designer and owner of LandWorks, Inc., 

will share ideas on how to create a garden that is uniquely you 

by incorporating color, structures, garden art and other points 

of interest. Melody will be joined by renowned garden artist 

Joan Hoerl, who will provide examples of how to enhance the 

look and feel of your garden by including whimsical touches 

and outdoor artwork that is both fun and functional.

In addition to socializing with 

friends and discovering some 

great ideas for your garden, 

you’ll enjoy a light lunch, raffl  e 

of fun and unique items and 

a silent auction for beautiful 

centerpieces. One-of-a-kind 

garden artwork by Joan Hoerl 

will also be on display and 

available for purchase.

Tickets to this popular annual 

event are $60 and are available 

online at www.cdhh.org or by 

calling 414-604-2200. You may 

also purchase tickets in person 

at the Center during regular 

business hours. Th is event has 

sold out in past years, so early 

registration is recommended.

Communication between Deaf and hearing individuals is often 

a challenge due to a lack of common language. Th is ongoing 

language barrier can lead to frustration on the job, out in the 

community and sometimes even with other family members. 

A new product, now available at UniversaLink, seeks to reduce 

some of this frustration by making conversations between Deaf 

and hearing individuals more convenient and natural. The 

UbiDuo which was developed by David Curry and his son 

Jason, who is deaf, is a small wireless computer device with a 

fl ip-top screen and two keyboards that allows two people to type 

back and forth instantaneously to each other. Similar to instant 

messaging, the UbiDuo provides an easy way to have face-to-face 

communication using text rather than sign language or spoken 

English. An additional 

feature is that the wireless 

devices, while most often 

used close to each other, 

can also be used up to 

500 feet apart and will 

transmit through fl oors 

and walls, making it 

even more versatile and 

convenient.

While not practical for 

every situation, in some cases users have reported a reduced 

need for sign language interpreters during routine business 

transactions or at work, making the UbiDuo a very cost-eff ective 

investment at only $1,995.95. Overall, it is a shining example of 

how the latest technology can be adapted to make communication 

easier and services more accessible for those with special needs.  

To fi nd out if the UbiDuo is right for you or your business, 

contact one of the Communication Technology Counselors at 

UniversaLink by calling 414-541-5465 (V) / 888-742-7651 

(TTY) or emailing universalink@cdhh.org. 

Discover Ideas For A Fun And 
Fabulous Garden On April 10th

UbiDuo Makes 
Communication Easier

Melody Narr and Joan Hoerl will share 

ideas for adding some personality to your 

landscaping this year at the Gardens 

Luncheon on April 10.

Th e new UbiDuo face-to-face 

communicator helps to eliminate 

common communication barriers.

The new UbiDuo face to face

Each year, the Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing hosts Family 

Learning Vacation, a unique opportunity for d/Deaf and hard of hearing 

children from throughout Wisconsin, and their families, to gather at 

the Lions Camp in Rosholt, WI, for a weekend of educational seminars, 

family-centered activities, bonding and fun. For many children and 

parents, this is a rare opportunity to meet others who understand the 

daily challenges of hearing loss and to share experiences and build 

new friendships that can last a lifetime. Last year, approximately 

two dozen families took part in this special retreat weekend. Family 

Learning Vacation 2008 will take place August 15 - 17. To request a 

registration packet, please call 414-604-2200 (V) / 888-742-7651 

(TTY) or email kmalak@cdhh.org. We are also in need of sponsors and 

volunteers to make this event a success. For more information about 

sponsorship and volunteer opportunities, please contact ckometer@

cdhh.org or call 414-604-7213.

Mark Your Calendars For Family 
Learning Vacation 2008

 Mark your calendars now for FLV 2008, August 15-17.
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Did you know?
Wanted: Foster Grandparents

Are you an older adult who is looking for something to do and who 

enjoys spending time with children?  You may want to consider 

becoming a foster grandparent through Interfaith Older Adult 

Programs. Th e Foster Grandparent Program allows you to make a 

diff erence in a child’s life by volunteering your time as a friend and 

mentor to children in the community. As a foster grandparent, you 

will also receive ongoing monthly training, supplemental insurance, 

a tax-free stipend and help with transportation costs. To learn more 

about the volunteer requirements and how you can help, contact 

the program coordinator at 414-291-7500.

FREE Video Homework Assistance For Deaf Students

Tutoring Solutions is off ered as a free, non-profi t public service for 

the Deaf Community. It is specifi cally designed to assist elementary, 

middle school, and high school students complete school assignments 

in mathematics, English, science, literature and history using a 

webcam and computer. By using this unique program, students 

receive access to experienced, ASL conversant, subject matter experts, 

personalized coaching and instruction and unlimited tutoring 

sessions that enable students to develop relationships with tutors. 

For more information, visit www.lifelinkstutorsfoundation.com.

Program Helps Students With Disabilities Pursue 
Careers In Science

Th e Midwest Alliance is a program funded by the National Science 

Foundation (NSF) working to promote the success of students with 

disabilities in Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin who are interested in pursuing 

postsecondary degrees and careers in science, technology, engineering, or 

mathematics (STEM) fi elds. Th e program off ers supported mentorships, 

internship placements in research labs and industry settings, and resources, 

such as information, training, and stipends, to students as they begin 

their academic, technical, or professional learning experiences. Eligibility 

guidelines, application procedure, and a list of benefi ts can be found 

at www.stemmidwest.org.

TV Is Going Digital – Are You Ready?

In case you haven’t heard, as of February 18, 2009, television transmissions 

will be broadcast in an all-digital format, creating a new challenge for 

anyone who still has an analog television set in their home. According 

to a Federal Communications Commission (FCC) fact sheet, the FCC 

is concerned that some consumers may experience diffi  culty in receiving 

and/or viewing closed captioning on some digital television programming. 

Th ese diffi  culties are generally the result of technical problems with the 

cable or satellite provider’s system that prevent closed captions from being 

received and decoded by the set-top box or digital TV, or because the 

consumer’s set-top converter box or digital TV are not properly set. If you 

“go digital” and fi nd that the closed captioning is not working properly, 

fi rst consult your television or converter box owner’s manual, then contact 

your cable company or satellite television provider for assistance. If the 

problem still cannot be resolved, contact the FCC Consumer Center at 

888-CALL-FCC (V) / 888-TELL-FCC (TTY). For more information 

about the digital television transition and HDTV, visit www.dtv.gov. 

For information about closed captioning, closed captioning schedules 

and exemptions from closed captioning regulations, visit www.fcc.gov/

cgb/dro/caption.html.

UniversaLink Is Just A Videophone Call Away

Do you prefer to make calls using your videophone? If so, then 

UniversaLink invites you to contact them via VP at 414-604-2200 

to speak with a Communication Technology Counselor. You can also 

still reach us at 414-541-5465 (Voice), 888-742-7654 (TTY) or by 

emailing universalink@cdhh.org. However you choose to contact us, 

UniversaLink strives to provide the highest quality service to each and 

every customer that we serve.

Camp Scholarships Available

CDHH has two scholarships available to YMCA Camp Matawa, 

located 45 minutes from Milwaukee in the Kettle Moraine State 

Forest. Children with hearing loss ages 7 to 14, or their siblings are 

eligible for this one-week adventure which includes hikes, games 

and sports. To apply, please email dkerr@cdhh.org indicating the 

names and ages of children you would like to have considered for 

the scholarships as well as any accommodations they would require. 

Applications will be considered in the order that they are received. 

Please respond no later than May 15. For more information about 

Camp Matawa, visit www.matawa.org.

Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Voice • 414-604-2200
 TTY • 888-742-7651
Fax • 414-604-7200

Online • www.cdhh.org

Here’s how to reach us . . . 10243 W. National Avenue, West Allis, WI  53227 (between US45/I894 and Highway 100)

CommunicationLink
Voice • 414-604-7231

Toll Free • 800-542-9838

 TTY • 888-758-6043

Fax • 414-604-7200

Online • www.cdhh.org

UniversaLink
Voice • 414-541-LINK (5465)

Toll Free • 800-755-7994
TTY • 888-742-7654
Fax • 414-604-7200

Online • www.cdhh.org
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Donors:
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Abdoo

Tim Aiken

Mr. and Mrs. George Alex

Alexander Graham Bell Inc.- 
WI Chapter

Dr. and Mrs. Th omas Alpren

David Anderson and Laura Petrie

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Andritsch

Anthony Petullo Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. William Appel

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Asmuth III

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff ord Asmuth

Franz Backus and Gail Kursel

Robert Badavas

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Baish

Professor Lawrence Baldassaro

John Bannen

Mr. and Ms. Barthenheier

Drs. Carl and Susan Becker

Dr. and Mrs. Irvin Becker

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Becker

Nancy Behrens

Margaret P. Bellin

Jerome Bender

Mr. and Mrs. Th omas P. Benish

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bernstein

Jack Blank

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Blatnik

Richard Block

Cynthia A. Boock

Mr. and Mrs. John Borges

Bostik Findley

Dr. and Mrs. Henry J. Bradley

Mrs. Barbara Braun

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Breitenfeldt

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Brown

Greater Milw Fndt-Joan and 
Peter W. Bruce Fund

Linda Buchsbaum

Dr. and Mrs. David Buck

John Burke

Mr. and Mrs. John Carpenter

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Cherny

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Christian

Peter Christianson

Mr. and Mrs. Norm Christman

Clinicare Corporation

Willie Coff ou

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cohen

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Cohen

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy S. Collins

Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. 
Comerford

Agnes Condon

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Cravens

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Culea

Mr. and Mrs. Curt Culver

David Cumberland

Hon. Pat Curley/Steven Jacobs

Helen Dalton

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Daly

Betty G. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. John Davis

Imogene Day

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dean

Delafi eld-Summit Lions Club

Ms. Rita Denny

Mr. and Mrs. James Deshur

Mr. and Mrs. Don DeVine

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dixon

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Doerr

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Dorf

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Drake

Donn R. Dresselhuys

Mr. and Mrs. Th omas Drew

David Duback

Steven R. Duback

Dr. and Mrs. Howard Dubner

Dudley J. Godfrey, Jr. Trust

Mary Alice Dunn

Mr. and Mrs. Th omas Dwyer

Dyar Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Th omas Ehrmann

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Einhorn

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eisenbrown

Emil Hunkel Memorial Trust

Mr. and Mrs. John Emory

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Felland

Debra Finn

First Weber Group Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Foote

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Francis

Mrs. Richard Franklin

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy C. 
Frautschi

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Freedman

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Frisch

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Fromstein

Patricia Frost

Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Fuldner

Mr. and Mrs. Th omas Funk

Mr. and Mrs. John Galanis

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Gandolph

Gardens by Garland, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. George Gaspar

Ms. Laura Gillitzer

Carmelo Giuff re

Mr. and Mrs. Th omas Godfrey

Goldammer Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Goldammer

Judy Gordon/Martin Siegel

Donald L. and Valerie D. 
Gottschalk Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gral

Donald L. Grall

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Griffi  n

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Grossman

Mr. and Mrs. Atul Gupta

Donna M. Hansen

Frederick Harris

Mr. and Mrs. Kim Harter

Dr. Steven A. Harvey

Mr. and Mrs. William 
Heilbronner

Mr. and Mrs. W. David Heller

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Hicks

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hida

Patricia A. Hintz

Carolyn Homer

Carl Hope

Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Horn

Nancy A. Howard

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Hoy

Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Hudock

Mr. Bruce and Dr. Beth Jacobs

Burleigh E. Jacobs

Marjorie Jacobson

Byron Jevne

Joan and Jack Stein Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. James B. Jodie

William Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kamps

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kania

Mr. and Mrs. G. Frederick Kasten

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Katayama

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Kellner

Mr. and Mrs. David Kern

Dorothy Kerr

Robert Kierlin and Mary 
Burrichter

Sarah Kimball

Ralph Kling

Maxine Klingensmith

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Klode

John P. Koehnen

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Koenings

Clayton Kohl

Christine Kometer

Mr. and Mrs. Benedict N. Kordus

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Koster

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Krizek

Dr. and Mrs. Gerard Kupperman

Kathryn Lambron

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Langenfeld

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Lauritzen

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Law

Leonard Le Vine

Janet Leack

David M. and Barbara Leist

Mr. and Mrs. James Lewenauer

John Lewenauer

Rita Lewenauer

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lewis

Sharon Lichter

Mr. and Ms. Max Limmer

Lions Club of Eagle, WI, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lowry

Mr. and Mrs. Lorin Lucius

Lynn Lucius and Richard Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Th omas Luckow

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lurie

Kenneth Lyman

Nancy Maas

Mr. and Mrs. David MacGregor

Dr. Jay Larkey and Ms. Lois 
Malawsky

Dr. and Mrs. Sandy Mallin

Mr. and Mrs. James Manthei

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Margolis

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Martzke

James McCarthy

William Meisenheimer

Mr. and Mrs. James Meisser

Mr. and Mrs. George Meyer

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Michalski

Jeanie Micklas

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Miller

Mr. and Mrs. James Morrisey

Mosher Family Foundation

Lorraine Nagler

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Nelsen

Thanks to our 
donors who help 
make it possible 
to continue the 
work of the 
Center. 

We gratefully acknowledge 

contributions recorded between 

November 16, 2007 and 

February 15, 2008. Every effort 

has been made to ensure that 

all donors are listed. If there are 

inadvertent errors or omissions, 

please call 414-604-2200.
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No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted. — AesopVolunteer Corner

Jenna Ausloos

Matt Ausloos

Darcy Baier

Holly Beard

Donnette Beaudoin

Sadie Beacham

Sue Boller

Barb Bongard

Beth Borst

Darian Borst

Jordan Borst

Lynn Brooks

Megan Buechner

Richard Christian

Nancy Christian

Amanda DeGarmo

Caryl Ehlert

Sarah Fischbach

Cindy Freeman

Kelsey Heeg

Kris Kimber

Nicole LaForge

Mairi Love

Gary Metz

Vicki Metz

Lisa Mysker

Roz Pytlik

Alissa Quade

Margaret Raimann

Pamela Reit

Maria Rivera

Julia Rossi

Rebecca Ruechel

Becky Rupel

Ralph Schroeder

Micki Schneider

Keri Th orson

Christopher Westpack

Helen Williams

Barb Young

New Berlin Lions Club, Inc.

Oak Creek Lions Club

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Oldenburg

Steven Olmstead

Susan Orlando

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ornst

Mrs. Marion Otis

Charlotte Padek

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Parsons

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Patzke

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Petersen

Elaine Peterson

Mr. and Mrs. James Petrie

Mr. and Mrs. David Pfeiffl  e

Mr. Jeff  Pink and Ms. Donna 
Drosner

Dr. and Mrs. Karl Pintar

Mr. and Mrs. David Pizur

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Polacheck

Dorothy Posik

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Prunuske

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Pryor

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Purcell

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Purtell Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn F. Ragalie

Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. Rand

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ranta

James Reiher

Mr. and Mrs. Will J. Reimer

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Revie

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rittmann

Robert W. Baird & Co. Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Sadoff 

Mark Salmieri

William Sanders

Kathie Schieble

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schley

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Schmid

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Schmidt

Marion G. Schmit

Mr. and Mrs. David Schueller

Mr. and Mrs. James Schulhof

Mr. and Mrs. William Schulhof

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Schumacher

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Schuyler

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Schwerin

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Scott

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Sedovic

Darlene Seegert

Mr. and Mrs. Bud Selig

Selzer Ornst Co.

Dr. Joseph Serfl ek

Vicki Serfl ek

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Shain

Shorewest Realtors

Polly B. Siegel

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Sievers

Mary Skrentny

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Slavata

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon H. Smith, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Smul

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Steff es

Jo Steinberg

Jean Steiner

Mr. and Mrs. John Steiner

Th e Stratton Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Stratton, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Streicher

Suzanne & Richard Pieper Family 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Teerlink

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tenges

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tierney

Martin P. Tierney

Mr. and Mrs. John Touchett

Mr. and Mrs. James Trainor

Dr. and Mrs. Barry Usow

Mr. and Mrs. Peter VandenBerg

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vandenbusch

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Venable

Mr. and Mrs. William Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wanta

Mr. and Mrs. Th omas W. Wanvig

Wauwatosa Savings Bank 
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Weber

Weiss Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. George Whyte, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. James B. Wigdale

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Wigdale

Stephanie Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Wilson

Eileen Wingenter

Virginia Wolf

Elisabeth Wright

James Wright

Mr. and Mrs. William Wuesthoff 

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Wyant

Dr. Charles Yang and Dr. Peggy 
Tong

Mr. and Mrs. Merrill York

Mr. and Mrs. Dominick Zarcone

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Zore

Robert Zucker

In Honor of:
Jean Th alman-Th alman Marketing 

Services

 Giving Tree Events, LLC

Rita Lewenauer

 Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zaret

In Memory of:
Annabelle Lee Campbell

 Mr. and Mrs. Jay Chadwick

Emmett Jones

 Mr. and Mrs. Richard Callender

 Mr. and Mrs. Gary Geipel

 Mr. and Mrs. John Hoaglund

 Joan Koenig 

 Dolores Krebs
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Luetzow
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Matschke
Milwaukee Truck Sales
James A. Yankie
Joslyn Zaff ran

Eugene Tiefenthaler

 Burleigh E. Jacobs

 Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Jeide

 Mr. and Mrs. Merrill York

Marvin Miller

 Diane D. Miller

Grants:
Edward U. Demmer Foundation

Marshall & Ilsley Foundation

PPC Foundation 

Ray & Kay Eckstein Charitable 
Trust

Endowment Fund 
Contributions:
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Hitler

Maureen Komisar

Perlick Corporation

Th ank you to all of the volunteers who have given of 

their time and talents to help the Center continue 

fulfi lling its mission to improve the quality of life 

of children and adults with hearing loss. Your 

eff orts make such a diff erence in the lives of others. 

Recent volunteers include:

If you would like more information about becoming a 

volunteer or a current listing of volunteer opportunities, 

contact Aimee at 414-604-7210 (V) / 888-742-7651 

(TTY) or email akelchen@cdhh.org. You can also visit 

us online at www.cdhh.org.
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The music programs at CDHH will soon be receiving some 
upgrades thanks to the Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation, which 
selected the Center as a recipient of their Special Projects Program 
Award in recognition of its outstanding programs and dedication 
to music education. 

Sharing the benefi ts of music with children who have hearing loss 
has been an important part of CDHH’s programs for many years. 
Th rough community classes such as Little Movers and Shakers and 
by frequently incorporating songs into activities during Toddler 
Communication Groups, the CDHH Child and Family Program 
staff  use music to help develop children’s residual hearing, enhance 
auditory brain development and improve communication and 
social skills. According to Ruth Stuhr, who teaches the CDHH 
children’s music programs, not only does music nurture a child’s 
imagination and creativity, it also “stimulates all of the senses and 
engages every area of the brain: cognitive, social-emotional, motor 
skills and language development.”

Music can also help to boost self-esteem and teach valuable life 
lessons. Th e Children of the Sun Drum Troupe, the fi rst drum 
group in the country consisting exclusively of d/Deaf and hard 
of hearing children, has been the cornerstone of the CDHH 
music program for years. Performing throughout Wisconsin, the 
Children of the Sun teaches young children how to play and perform 
music in front of audiences large and small, and it also teaches 
the value of teamwork and creative self-expression. Children who 
participate in the drum troupe fi nd that they are also helping to 
shatter stereotypes in the community and serving as role models 
for other children who are d/Deaf or hard of hearing.

As a result of the award from the Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation, 
CDHH will be receiving six tubano drums, one gathering drum, 
and a twelve-note set of choir chimes, which may lead to the 
establishment of a new d/Deaf and hard of hearing bell choir. 
Says Stuhr “this award affi  rms the importance of incorporating 
music into the lives of children with hearing loss and will allow 
CDHH to make music education even more accessible to d/Deaf 
and hard of hearing kids in Wisconsin.”

CDHH Music Program 
Receives Award

Alvin Horton shows off  his drumming skills on stage during a 

recent drum troupe performance.

Alvin Horton has had to face his share of adversity but has never 

let it dampen his lively spirit and friendly personality. For Alvin, 

life began with collapsed lungs and a three month stay in the 

NICU that was followed by a diagnosis of profound deafness at 

9 months. At that point, few would have guessed that he would 

someday be known as “Mr. Fireworks” and a lead performer in a 

drum troupe, but that’s exactly what Alvin is today. A sophomore 

at the Wisconsin School for the Deaf, Alvin has been performing 

with the CDHH Children of the Sun Drum Troupe since he was 

twelve years old, after his mom, Trina, learned of the program 

through Alvin’s audiologist. As a drum troupe member, Alvin 

has blossomed, becoming integral to every performance with 

his dynamic, intense drum solos and dancing. According to Ms. 

Horton, this experience has helped Alvin to become “proud of 

himself and self confi dent. It gives him a way to express himself.”   

Finding a common language through music is especially important 

for Alvin, who uses sign language. His family members don’t know 

sign, which often makes communication diffi  cult. Drumming 

has been a way for Alvin to bridge this communication gap 

and connect with others. “Family members come to watch him 

perform and become overwhelmed with emotion,” says Ms. 

Horton. Th e opportunity to be part of the Children of the Sun 

Drum Troupe has “allowed Alvin to do more in the world and 

to be a big inspiration to others.”  

Music as a Common Language

(Continued from page 1)  “gives me lots of ideas for activities to do 

at home with Ashley, since I’m with her all day.”   A key part of 

A-V therapy is parent involvement, and the therapist guides parents 

in ways to include listening as a meaningful part of the time they 

spend with the child outside of regular therapy sessions. “Just the 

other day, we were in the waiting room at the doctor’s offi  ce and I 

was able to have a full therapy session with Ashley right there.”

When children such as Ashley receive specialized intervention services 

at an early age, many – even those with profound hearing loss – are 

ready to take their place with their hearing peers when they reach 

school age. While not the right choice for every family, Auditory-

Verbal Th erapy is just one of the options available to parents at 

CDHH. And now, through the miracle of modern technology, 

children throughout Wisconsin, and the country, can access this 

valuable service, whether they live in a big city or a rural town. For 

more information about the Center’s long-distance therapy service, 

please call 414-604-7204 or email alalios@cdhh.org.
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Have you ever wanted to take advantage 

of wireless phone technology but 

thought that you couldn’t because 

you wear hearing aids? UniversaLink 

off ers several new products featuring 

Bluetooth technology and one may be 

just what you’ve been waiting for!

Bluetooth is  a relatively recent 

technology built into a variety of 

devices such as computers, PDA’s cell phones and even cameras. 

Bluetooth-compatible devices connect without wires and 

the technology requires only small amounts of power, plus 

it includes built-in encryption, which helps to explain its 

widespread popularity. In fact, Bluetooth cell phone headsets 

have become a standard accessory for most people. Until 

recently, however, individuals with hearing aids could not take 

advantage of this technology and had to resort to conventional 

wired headsets and neckloops when it came to making hands-

free cell phone calls.

Th at has all changed with the addition of several new Bluetooth 

products, all designed with hard of hearing people in mind. 

For individuals with telecoil-equipped hearing aids or cochlear 

implants, using a Bluetooth neckloop can provide sound to 

both ears and virtually eliminates the interference that hearing 

aid wearers often experience when using cell phones. For those 

with weaker telecoils or who need a little more amplifi cation, a 

Bluetooth earhook may be a better cell phone option. Finally, 

for those who do not have a telecoil equipped hearing aid, but 

who still want to take advantage of Bluetooth, UniversaLink 

off ers two diff erent Bluetooth headsets that can be used at the 

offi  ce or in your home.

To learn more about Bluetooth or other products that may 

help you hear better, visit the UniversaLink showroom, 

9:00 AM – 5:00 PM Monday through Friday, or until 7:00 

PM on Wednesdays, or call 414-541-5465 to speak with a 

Communication Technology Counselor.

Bluetooth Technology Comes To 
UniversaLink 

Scenes From A 
Winter Wonderland

Bluetooth technology can 

make cell phones more 

accessible for people with 

hearing loss.

S
er Won

F A
nd

On Saturday, December 8, dozens of families joined the 

staff  of CDHH for the annual Winter Wonderland holiday 

party. Featuring activities for children of all ages, food, 

gifts and, of course, pictures with a signing snowman, the 

Briggs & Stratton auditorium was fi lled with smiles and 

laughter. Th anks to all of the volunteers who helped make 

this special event so successful and for all of the families 

who joined in the festivities. Special thanks to National 

Insurance and the Marquette University Chapter of the 

National Student Speech Language Hearing Association 

for hosting toy drives on behalf of CDHH. Your generosity 

helped make the season brighter for many d/Deaf and hard 

of hearing children in SE Wisconsin.
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Upcoming events . . . Mark your calendar now!
Annual Gardens Luncheon

Th ursday, April 10, 11:00 AM – 1:30 PM, at the Woman’s Club of 

Wisconsin, 813 E. Kilbourn, Milwaukee. Th is annual event to benefi t 

CDHH will feature guest speakers Melody Narr and Joan Hoerl. Tickets 

are $60 each and available at CDHH, online at www.cdhh.org or by 

calling 414-604-2200.

Family Learning Vacation

Friday, Aug. 15 – Sunday, Aug. 17 at the Lions Camp in Rosholt, 

WI. Join other families with d/Deaf or hard of hearing children for 

this annual statewide retreat fi lled with a variety of workshops and 

opportunities for family fun. Registration deadline is July 11. Call 

414-604-2200 (V) / 888-742-7651 (TTY) or email kmalak@cdhh.org 

for more information.

Summer Sign Classes

Sign up now for summer sign language classes at CDHH. Register online 

at www.cdhh.org or call 414-604-2200 to reserve your place. Registration 

deadline for all classes is June 2.

ASL 1 – Tuesdays, June 10 through Aug. 12, 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM

ASL 2 – Mondays, June 9 through Aug. 11, 6:00 PM – 8:30 PM

Communicating with Kids in Sign – Tuesdays, June 10 through July 29

CDHH Family Picnic

Sunday, July 13, 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM, at the Milwaukee County Zoo. 

All clients of the CDHH, past and present, are invited to attend this 

annual event featuring food, children’s activities and plenty of time for 

socializing. Admission includes parking and Zoo entrance fees. For more 

information or to volunteer at the event, please call 414-604-2200 (V) / 

888-742-7651 (TTY).

Save the Date - Tasting Tuesday

Tuesday, Aug. 19, 5:30 PM – 9:30 PM, at the Milwaukee Ale House, 

233 N. Water St., Milwaukee. Enjoy beer and wine tasting, music, 

games, live and silent auction and more, all to benefi t CDHH. Also 

featuring a Home Brew contest for amateur brewmasters. For sponsorship 

information or to help on the planning committee, contact Aimee at 

414-604-7210 or email akelchen@cdhh.org.

United Way 
of Greater Milwaukee

MOVING?
You can help the Center to save money and reduce mailing 

costs by letting us know if your address changes.  To notify 

us of an address or name change, please call 414-604-2200 

(Voice) / 888-742-7651 (TTY) or e-mail info@cdhh.org.


