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93 years of serving  
the community.

In 1926, two neighbors formed the Milwaukee League of Hearing to help those  
managing the unique challenges of hearing loss. Membership grew and by 1944,  
the organization was incorporated as the Milwaukee Hearing Society. Clients could 
enroll in auditory and lipreading classes, and access new technology through a 
hearing aid loan program. In the 1980s and 1990s, we became the Center for the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and then, the Center for Communication, Hearing and 
Deafness. Finally, in 2015 we became HEAR Wisconsin, offering a wide range of 
services for children and adults with hearing loss, whether sign language or spoken 
language is their communication choice. We are the only nonprofit in the state 
offering these services. 
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WALKING THE TALK

There’s no place like hope. 
At HEAR Wisconsin, we are focused on hope.  
For more than nine decades, we’ve worked tirelessly 
to bring hope to every person who comes through 
our doors. Families who want information when 
their baby is born with hearing loss. Caregivers who 
know that the right technology can create a path for 
inclusion and interaction. People who understand 
that communication comes in many forms and all  
of them are valuable. 

Our staff is dedicated to helping people achieve their 
goals and reach their unlimited potential, and we 
wouldn’t have it any other way. The best things 
in life? The people we serve, work with and 
receive support from at HEAR Wisconsin. 

Jill Van Calster
President & CEO
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Susan York Jeide
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Shannon P. Burns
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Rachel Smith
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25 Full-Time Staff
→ 7 are d/Deaf* or hard of hearing 

and use hearing devices and/or 
assistive technology

→ 14 staff are fluent or skilled  
in American Sign Language (ASL)

→ Half of the staff have worked with the  
organization 10 years or more 

→ 27 licensed freelance interpreters  
are available when needed

20 Board Members – Six people on the board are deaf or  
hard of hearing and use hearing devices and/or assistive technology.

 

* Deaf with a capital D refers to someone embracing the cultural norms, beliefs and values of the Deaf Community. 

RECOGNITION HEAR Wisconsin is a member of the  
National Association of Speech & Hearing Centers

HEAR Wisconsin was awarded  
Best Audiologist of 2018 by the City of West Allis

 6,000+ 
Clients  

Served 
Annually

Cody Ampomah

Franz Backus

Steve Duback 

Robert Frisch

Daryl Hudnall

Jason Kuwayama

James W. Meisser

Samantha Panella

Angela Pintar

Chris L. Runge, PhD

Nick Ribich

Kate Dragisic Schoyer, MD

Judy G. Scott

Brian Tyndall

Kellogg Child and Family Program 
Unique, specialized early intervention therapy 
and education taught by credentialed experts 
for babies and children who are deaf or hard  
of hearing and their families. 

� 83% of children 
met or exceeded 
expectations for 
increasing their 
communication skills

� 98% of parents  
reported an increase 
in confidence/skills after  
six months of education

� New immersive language program    
piloted for children aged three to five years

Kay Eckstein Speech and  
Hearing Center  
Offering audiology services, hearing aid fittings, 
and specialized equipment consultations for  
the home, work or other environments.

�		1,317 audiology appointments made

  2,401 store clients served

�	Educational    
 information shared   
 at 45 community   
 outreach events

�	New programs   
 established: 

  Senior Outreach and  
 Tinnitus Program

CommLink Sign Language  
Interpreting   
Offering quality American Sign Language 
interpreting services through licensed 
interpreters for medical appointments,  
business meetings, legal proceedings, 
emergencies and everyday events.

� 68 new business 
partners

� 203 total businesses  
served (80+ medical 
facilities)

� Provided 7,695 total 
hours of interpreting

BOARD MEMBERS

Our Mission
We are a nonprofit organization that helps babies, children and adults with hearing 
loss by eliminating communication and language barriers through personalized 
services, technology and education. It’s been our focus for nine decades and counting.

The best things in life aren’t things.  
Our people – clients, donors, board 
and staff – make us special. 

STATEMENT  
OF ACTIVITIES  
Year Ending December 31, 2018

TOTAL ASSETS 
$4,860,537

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
$390,724

NET ASSETS 
$4,469,813

REVENUE EXPENSES

88% 
Programs and 

Services

90% 
Programs and 

Services

Contributions

1% Other 3% Fundraising

General &  
Administration

11% 7% 



Individuals
Anonymous (2 gifts)
Richard and Joan Abdoo
Doug Alexander
Ashley Ampomah
Cody Ampomah
Gregory and Jennifer Anderson
Charles Anthony
JoAnne Anton
Anthony and Kathleen Asmuth
Carl and Mary Backus
Franz Backus
Anthony and Lizabeth Baish
Lawrence Baldassaro
Rochelle Bast
James and Melissa Baxter
Philip Behling
James and Jane Bell
Susan Bellin
Thomas P. and Mary Ann Benish
Susan Bennett
Bill Benson
Steven and Pam Bergum
Terry Bergum
Lisa Bevington
Nancy Blatnik
Yvonne Block
John Bohler
Stacey Bongiorno
William and Kate Boyd
Alan Bradford
Henry and Elizabeth Bradley
Sheila Braun  
Don Bristol
Gayle Brown
Peter and Joan Bruce
Anthony and Andrea Bryant
Marilyn Buenning
Peter and Mary Buerosse
Lieselott Buettner Trust Estate
Gini Bunnell
Shannon and Jennifer Burns
Marvin Bynum
Kristin Pederson Carver
Graham and April Case
Christine C. Cheng
Bhadra Chheda
Sajal Chirvi
David Collins
Timothy S. and Laura E. Collins
Michael and Mary Comerford
Glenna Cose
Lisa Crissey
Julianna Ebert and Frank Daily
Julius and Eileen Davis
Sandy Davis
Richard and Jane Dean
Rita Denny
William Derfus
Jennifer and Paul Deslongchamps
Steve and Margaret Desmond
Don and Jane DeVine
Peggy and Sam Dickman
Karl and Lisa Dickson
Doug and Janet Dillender
Donald and Kathleen Domagalski
John Dragisic
Donald and Nora Dreske
Steve and Elizabeth Duback
Patrick and Ginny Dunphy
Ted Durant
Thomas and Jane Dwyer
Barbara Ebenhoch
Thomas and Patricia Ehrmann
Stephen and Nancy Einhorn
Ilene Elias
Jim and Andrea Emling
Thomas and Tara Enters
Dian Eric
Katrina Flock
Elaine Frary
Tim and Sue Frautschi
Michael Friehe
Hannah Frisch
Robert Frisch
Diane Fulbright-Lamp
Debra Fulton
Janet Ganong
Suzette Garay
Robert Gardebrecht
Tim RS Garland
George and Anna Clair Gaspar
Travis and Susan Gee
Marion Giencke
Kathy Gilardi
James Goddeyne
Michael and Karen Goldammer
Elayne Goldstein
Gordon Hellwig and Amy Goodman
James and Margaret Greiner
Erin Groth
Anne Gutierrez
Jim Hagen
Jim and Carla Hageny
Jennifer and Matthew Haldemann
Al Hamwright
Brian and Teresa Hancock
Chris Hansen
Charles and Mary Harkins
Richard Harris
C. Cottril Harrison
Michael Hartjes
Heba Hazzaa and Hesham Soliman
David Hempel
Jim and Gretchen Henry
Rodney Hersil
Rob and Kris Hieb
Dianna Higgins
Patricia Hintz
Peter and Sue Hitler
Stephen and Anne Hoch
Andrew Holman
Terry and Holly Hoy
Daryl Hudnall
Linda and Roger Ilsley
Bruce and Beth Jacobs
Burleigh Jacobs
Stephen Jacobs
Carol Jahnke
Margaret James
Christine Janssen
Matthew and Susan York Jeide

Jeff Jezuit
Eric and Kristin Johnson
Jack and Claire Jones
Charles and Mary Kamps
Richard Kania and Beth Zupec-Kania
Barbara Karol
G. Frederick and Susie Kasten
Alyce Katayama
Ted and Mary Kellner
Michael and Joanne Kelly
Elizabeth Kemp
Dorothy Kerr
James and Susan Kiecker
Robert and Maryglen Kieckhefer
Marcia Kiepczynski
Robert Kierlin and Mary Burrichter
Sarah Kimball
William and Susan Kirsch
Anthony Klebs
Ralph Kling
Richard and Sharon Koenings
Joe and Andrea Kokott
Charlie and Fifi Kometer
Christine Kometer
Clyde and Sharon Kometer
Gail and Martin Komisar
Susan Kruger
Gregory and Judith Hyde Krieger
Bob and Beth Krippendorf
Jason Kuwayama
Thomas Ladky
Bill and Ellen Laffey
Kathryn Lambron
Jon and Nora Langenfeld
Andrew and Raquel Lauritzen
Mary Law
William and Michelle Law
Kent Lawton
David and Barbara Leist
Brooke Lewandowski
John Lewenauer
Rita Lewenauer
Nancy Lindberg
Patrick Linnane
Rick Loomis
Toan Ly
Ann Margolis
John Sarcia
Joel and Kara Matos
Brittani Mattke
Mark and Mary Jane Maurice
Mark Maurice, Jr.
Terrance Maxwell
Randall and Rebecca Mehl
Jeb and Ali Meier
Bob and Diane Meisser
James and Jeanene Meisser
Chris Merker
Renee Messing
Tony Michalak
Chris Miller
John and Brigid Miller
Jason Moore
Patrick and Marie Morrell
William and Maribeth Naleid
Debby and Joe Nero
Russell and Karolyn Newman
Kevin and Jessie Nicholson
Corinne Niemann
Patrick Nienow
Rick and Carolyn Nowacki
Joseph Obligato
Robert and Amy Ochowicz
Mary O'Connor
Jerry and Kathryn Osen
Paul and Deb Ostrenga
Colleen Paavola
Vinay Pandey
Nick and Laurie Panella
Rich and Mira Panella
Samantha Panella
Dean Parra
Mandi Paulick
Gail Perlick and Larry Molinaris
Eric and Gina Peter
David J. and Sheryl Petersen
James and Sharon Petrie
Ann Pieper Eisenbrown
Michael Pierce
Eric Pifel
Neil and Karen Pinsky
Erik Pintar
Frank and Angela Pintar
Ann Porreca
Mindi Price
Linda Pryor
Paul and Patti Purcell
Kim Queen
Joy E. Rader
Glen and Elizabeth Ragalie
Philip and Katharine Reid
James Reiher
Rosalie Reinke
Rose Reitz
Richard and Wanda Riesch
Steven Rinzel
Carol Roddy
Dean Roder and Ellen Lang Roder
Jimmy Roling
Harold Rosen
Jim Rosenbaum
Mason and Julie Ross
George and Suzanne Row
Christina Runge and David Friedland
Maureen Sanner
Dan Schamburek
Jeffery Schilling
Christina Schiro
Robert and Cato Schley
Tom and Judy Schmid
Austin Schmitt
Paul and Patti Schmitt
Pete and Linda Schmitz
Jean Schneider
Mark and Joan Schneider
Riane Schneider
Kate and Will Schoyer
Scott and Laura Schubert
Gordy and Chris Schultz
Dave and Linda Schulz
Jon and Judy Schumacher
Jay and Sara Schwister

Robert and Judy Scott
John and Susan Scripp
Jennifer Seboe
Darlene Seegert
Paul and Suzy Shain
Annette Silvasi
Jill Sime
Matt and Elizabeth Sims
Marlene Smith
Mark Smith
Minna Smith
Rachel Smith
Thomas and Susan Smith
Laura Smoller
Nita Soref
Parker Spierings
Ron Spoerl
Christy Stadig
Barbara Stallman
Scott and Mary Ellen Stanek
Mary Stearns
Terry and Carla Stebor
Jo Steinberg
Richard Stone
Tom and Gale Tanger
Marvin and Doris Tarachow
Robert and Rebecca Tenges
Paul Tilleman and Sally Duffy
James and Joan Trainor
Peter and Bonnie Treder
Thomas and Darlene Treder
Tom Treder
Sue Tryba
Brian Tyndall
Jeffrey and Debbie Umhoefer
Gary and Sandy Van Calster
Todd and Jill Van Calster
Dustin and Rachel Van Dusen
David and Sandy Van Zeeland
Merlin and Shirley Vanden Plas
Nancy VandenBerg
Robert and Ellen Venable
Randal Vosters
Judy and Randy Wagner
James and Cindy Walsh
Jennifer Westfahl
Ross and Angela Williams
D. Maclean and Midge Willson
Eileen Wingenter
Christine and Tony Wolf
Jennifer Wolff
Clyde and Bitsy Wyant
Debbie and David York
Merrill and Mary York
Greg and Jamie Grasso Zamzow
Matthew and Tiffany Zamzow
Dominick and Mary Pat Zarcone
Patty Zimmerman
Shane Zweck

Foundations, Corporations and  
Organizations
Accenture, LLP
Advanced Bionics
Amazon Smile Foundation
Baird
Becker Family Foundation
Big Bend / Vernon Lions Club
Black Shoe Hospitality / Blue's Egg
Boucher Group, Inc.
Briggs and Stratton
Capital Premium Financing, Inc
Chickens 4 Charity
Digicorp, Inc.
Dorothy Inbusch Foundation
Eileen & Howard Dubner Donor  
 Advised Fund
Elm Grove Junior Guild
Elkhorn Lions Club
The Emch Foundation
Emil Hunkel Memorial Trust
Exxon Mobil Foundation
First Congregational Church  
 of Wauwatosa
Frank & Frank, LLP
Frank G. and Frieda K. Brotz  
 Family Foundation
Frisch, Shay & Taylor, Inc.
The Gardner Foundation
Genoa City Lions Club
George and Julie Mosher  
 Family Foundation
George L. N. Meyer Foundation
Gertude M. Speer Fund
Godfrey and Kahn
Goldammer Family Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Association of  
 Realtors Youth Foundation Inc.
Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
Hales Corner Lions Club
Harris Communications
Henry H. Uihlein Sr. and Marion  
 (Polly) S. Uihlein Foundation
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Hiawatha National Bank
Hearing Loss Association of America -  
 Walk4Hearing
Infinity Benefit Solutions
Jack C. Loyda & Associates, LTD
Jeffrey Frank Family Donor  
 Advised Fund
Jewish Community Foundation
John C. and Katherine B. Miller  
 Charitable Fund
The K Foundation - Guidestar
Kenosha Noon Lions Club -  
 Deaf Branch
The Kieckhefer Group
Kimberly-Clark
Kohl's Hometown Giving Program
Ladky Associates Foundation, Inc.
Lakeshore Community Foundation
Liberty Mutual Insurance
LLR, Inc 
Marsh & McLennan, LLC
MED-EL
Medical College of Wisconsin –  
 Otolaryngology and  
 Communication Sciences
MGIC Investment Corporation

Microsoft 
Midwest Asset Management
Milwaukee Business Journal 
Muskego Lions Club
New Berlin Lions Club
New Berlin Lioness Club
Oberkotter Foundation
Oticon
Pamela P. Bergum Donor Advised 
Funds of the US Charitable Gift Trust
Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund
Perlick Corporation
Pieper Electrics / Ideal Mechanical
PNC Bank
Praxair Inc.
Ray and Kay Eckstein Charitable Trust
Red, White and Blue Bar
Ritz Holman CPAs
Roundy's Supermarkets, Inc.
Schwanke-Kasten Jewelry
Shorewest Realtors
Silent Singers
Stackner Family Foundation
Taylor Family Foundation
Truist
United Leadership Solutions
United Way of Greater Milwaukee  
 and Waukesha County
US Bank 
Weaver Moschetti Family Foundation
West Allis-West Milwaukee  
 Recreation Department
West Milwaukee Lions Club
William Stark Jones Foundation
Wind Lake Lions Club

United Way and Other Employee  
Giving/Matching Programs
Anonymous (9 gifts)
AbbVie Inc. Employee Engagement Fund
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Community Health Charities
Community Shares of Colorado
GE United Way Campaign
Mile High United Way
Network for Good
United Way of Greater Milwaukee &   
 Waukesha County - Designated Gifts
United Way Metropolitan Chicago
Mrs. Maricela Alvarez
Mr. Franz Backus
Ms. Kimberly Barengo
Mr. Jeffrey G. Bartosiak
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Peter W. Bruce
Ms. Darlene A. Bruesewitz
Jennifer and Shannon Burns
Mrs. Maria Christon
Julianna Ebert and Frank Daily
Mrs. Tammy Donaldson
Michelle Edler 
Ms. Katie L. Esch
Mrs. Laurie J Flores
Mr. Ruben Flores
Mr. James L Hagen
Robert Haworth
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Hitler
Mrs. Barbara M. Jakubczak
Mrs. Kristin J. Johnson
Mr. Chris D. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. G. Frederick Kasten, Jr.
Ms. Lia B. Kinsley
Mr. Chad Koenig
Ms. Christine L. Kometer
Ms. Katherine Kosiboski
Mr. Andrew Ludka
Mrs. Amber Moore
Mr. Nicholas A Panella
Ms. Mary E. Pavlovic
Mrs. Angela M Pintar
Ms. Kelly J. Rehbeck
Julie and Mason Ross
Mr. Todd R. Sauve
Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Schmitz
Judy and Bob Scott
Richard and Anna Teerlink
Mr. Martin P. Tierney
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Venable
Ms. Diane F. Wagner
Mrs. Christine T. Woloszyk
Ann Wooddward
Ms. Mary J. York
Ms. Jennifer Zimmermann

In-Kind Donations
Anonymous (2)
9Round
Adventure Rock
ATX Jerky 
babboni photography
Hollie Barnes and Paul Spink
John and Lisa Bevington
BigFan Supply & Fundraising
Big Backyard
Breadsmith
Briggs and Stratton
Milwaukee Bucks
Gini Bunnell
The Capital Grille
Carenza
Cold Spoons Gelato
Commonplace
Costco Wholesale 1101
Ken and Diane DeBoer
Janet Dillender
Steve and Buffy Duback
Erin Designs, LLC
Explorium Brewpub
Diane Fulbright-Lamp
Jerry and Tiffany Gambatese
Suzette Garay
Genius Supply Company
Becky Grasso  
Green Bay Packers
Hawk Health and Safety
HEAR Wisconsin Staff
HEAR Wisconsin Board of Directors
Highland Cafe
Honeypie Cafe
Burleigh Jacobs
Tod and Tricia Johnson
Kimberly-Clark

Kohler Company
Laadi Designs
Lakefront Brewery
Mary Law
Meijer Store #277
The Little Red Book
Milwaukee Food and City Tours
Miss Molly's Cafe and Pastry Shop
Patrick and Marie Morrell
Norwex
Paul and Deb Ostrenga
Palomino Bar
Nick and Laurie Panella
Paulina Esthetics Boutique
Perlina, Handcrafted Jewelry
Scott Perlman
Frank and Angela Pintar
Praxair Inc.
Premium Waters, Inc. 
Risk Management, LLC
Roundy's Supermarkets, Inc.
Ruby Tab
Peter Sciortino Bakery
Judy Scott
Seeing the Word, LLC
Annette Silvasi
Skateland
Sky Zone Trampoline Park
S.C. Aviation 
Tactile Craftworks
Tasha Rae Jewelry
Three Lions Pub
Trieber & Straub Jewelers
United Leadership Solutions
US Bank
Todd and Jill Van Calster
Wisconsin Skydiving Center
Greg and Jamie Grasso Zamzow

In Memory
Richard V. Block
 Yvonne Block
Sara Carlow
 The Schwister Family
Russell Deakin
 Rosalie Reinke
William and Myrtle Gates 
 Marlene Smith
Rose Marie Hagen
 Jim Hagen
Mark Allen
 Ali Meier
Virginia Meisser
 Bob and Diane Meisser
Gerald Smith
 Marlene Smith
Bob Toerpe
 David J. and Sheryl Petersen
Wayne Ronald Weber
 R.G. and R.J. Werning

In Honor
Franz Backus
 William and Kate Boyd
Chloe Case
 April and Graham Case
Steve Duback
 Andy and Raquel Lauritzen
 Kathie and Tony Asmuth
 Minna Smith
Bob Frisch
 Dennis Kuhnke
David Goldammer
 Michael and Karen Goldammer
Samuel Janssen
 Christine Janssen
Susan York Jeide
 Andrea Kokott
 Eric Pifel
 Joan Trainor
 Mary and Merrill York
Kristin Johnson
 Jack and Judy Schumacher
Duncan Kimball
 Richard and Sarah Kimball
Tom and Marcia Kiepczynski
 Sue Tryba
Peter Klode
 Jim Rosenbaum
Chris Kometer
 Clyde and Sharon Kometer
Wade Lindmark
 Peter and Mary Buerosse
Kristin Osborne
 Judith Hyde Krieger
Angela and Frank Pintar
 Erik Pintar
Cullen Roddy
 Carol Roddy
Dawn Ruthe
 Margaret James
Judy Scott
 Rita Denny
 Linda and Roger Ilsley
 Terrance Maxwell
Matthew Seboe
 Steven Rinzel
Sara Smith
 Rachel Smith
 Thomas and Susan Smith
Sarif Soliman
 Heba Hazzaa and Hesham Soliman
Brian Tyndall
 Gordon Hellwig and Amy Goodman
Les and Jan Tryba
 Sue Tryba
Jill Van Calster
 Kapco, Inc.
Liam Zamzow
 Travis and Susan Gee
 Jack and Claire Jones
 Marie Morrell
 Paul Schmitt
 Riane Schneider
 Matt and Tiffany Zamzow

T hank You!
For investing in our mission!

2018 DONORS


